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12.—Values of Building Permits Issued by 35 Clties and Index Numbers of the Build-
ing Construction Industries, calendar years 191#-33--concluded.
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+ As reported by employers. t Not available,

Employment in Building Construction, and Average Annual Expend-
iture, 1911-38,—The Dominion Bureau of Statistics makes current surveys of the
employment afforded by industrial establishments normally employing 15 persons
orover. Theindex of employment in building eonstruction, calculated upon the 1926
average as 100, from data furnished by some 800 employers, averaged 60-1 in 1038;
this was the same as in 1937, while in 1936 the index had been 55-4. The 1937 and
1933 figure was higher than in any other year since 1931,

Over the period 1911-38, inclusive, or since the beginning of MacLean’s record
of construction contracts awarded as shown in Table 9, p. 451, there has been an
average annual per eapita expenditure on comstruction of about $29. The period
covered includes, of course, the War years and the depression since 1930, as well as
the booms of 1911-13 and 1926-30. This average, consequently, is not unreason-
ably high. For the present population, the annual total of construction, on the
basis of this average, should amount to over $330,000,000. Furthermore, there is
undoubtedly an accumulated deficiency in construction from the recent years of
subnormal activity. Some idea may be gained, therefore, of the part which the
normal functioning of the construction industry might play in the reduction of
unemployment.



